ΜΙNUTES OF SSS STATISTICS GROUP SECOND MEETING

Brussels, April 22, 1999

The second meeting of the SSS statistics group was held at the premises of the European Commission at Beaulieu 33 in Brussels on April 22, 1999 (11 am). The meeting was attended by the following:

Harilaos Psaraftis, NTUA
SSS-CA Coordinator, Chair

Stephen Reynolds, DETR
Nominee of UK

Pieter Oost, Ministry of Transport
Nominee of the Netherlands

Kaj Rehnstroem, SAI
Nominee of Sweden

Joan Manuel Batista Foguet, ESADE
Nominee of Spain

Maria do Carmo Vasconcelos, IMP
Nominee of Portugal

Carlo Camisetti, Cetena
Nominee of Italy

Gerry Trant, NEC
Nominee of Ireland

Vassilios Michalopoulos, Port of Piraeus
Nominee of Greece

Manfred Zachcial, ISL
Nominee of Germany

Eddy Declercq, Strateco
Nominee of Belgium

Philippe Tardieu, NEA
Expert

Mike Garratt, MDST
Expert

Jennie Thalenius, SAI
Expert

An Excel spreadsheet with coordinates of all persons associated so far with the statistics group is attached (corrections and missing email addresses should be emailed to Prof. Psaraftis).

Apologies for absence were received by the DGVII (Ms. Schlewing) for not being able to attend, due to another meeting that was held the same time.

The agenda of the meeting was as follows:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Approval of minutes of the December 8 meeting.

3. Work carried out as set forth on December 8, on a per country basis.

4. Planning ahead.

5. Any other business.

6. Date of next meeting.
Items No. 1 and 2 were approved. Some people noted that Annexes B and C of the previous minutes were not received. A note was made to send these annexes again to everybody.

Most of the discussion focused on item No. 3 of the agenda. The general sense was that the data requirements, as set forth at the Dec. 8 kickoff meeting. On a per country basis, the following were noted:  

Belgium: Mr. Declercq said that he can only speak on behalf of the Flemish government, as there are two different systems in Belgium. He can provide coordinates of persons, but that data should be solicited directly from ports. 

(NB: It was subsequently discovered that the representative of Belgium to the SSS-CA group, Mr. Verslype, had sent data to Prof. Psaraftis, albeit to the wrong address. An effort to receive this data is under way). 

Germany: Prof. Zachcial described the set of data collected by Germany. The data is quite comprehensive (foreign trade, maritime transport, freight transport, 24 commodity groups). 

Greece: Mr. Michalopoulos said that Greece has not yet fully implemented the EU directive on statistics. Various data has been collected, but there is no transhipment data. 

Ireland: Mr. Trant said that it proved too ambitious to disaggregate commodities. A look at methodologies from other modes was made. Transhipment data is either missing or incomplete.

Italy: Mr. Camisetti said that various sources were identified, but no data sent yet. Will send data soon.

Netherlands: Mr. Oost voiced serious concerns about the objectives of the work undertaken by the group. In his view, the objective should not be to develop methodology, but only to collect data. This point was extensively debated. It was stressed that the objectives of this group are already set and cannot change. Mr. Oost said that data on Rotterdam and Amsterdam was sent (NB: not clear if this data was received). 

Portugal: Mrs. Vasconcelos said that NSTR.1 digit only data were collected. No data on transhipment available. All data on maritime transport are available and will be sent.

Spain: Prof. Batista Foguet said he would contact Prof. De Melo who has access to data.

Sweden: Mr. Rehnstroem and Ms. Thalenius said they expect to have a full report by the end of August. It was stressed that due to the timetable of the workpackage data should be provided much sooner.

UK: Mr. Reynolds described the data he sent. The UK will be fully compliant with the EU directive as of 1/1/2000.

Additional comments were made by:

NEA: Mr. Tardieu stressed the general lack of data reliability and the need for a methodology to synthesize it.

MDST: Mr. Garratt said that MDST has access to various databases, and will coordinate with UK.

ISL: Prof. Zachcial said that in addition to German data, ISL has access to various other data from other European countries and will use it in the synthesis phase.

On item No. 4, the Chair stressed that due to a tight timetable for this work, it was critical that all reasonable efforts should be made to compile the information required as per the Dec. 8 meeting as soon as possible, and no later than May 15, 1999. Copies of the input should be sent to Profs. Psaraftis and Zachcial.

On item No. 5, no other business was discussed.

On item No. 6, it was noted that arrangements were being made to have the next (third) meeting of the group in Gothenburg, Sweden, in September. It was said that the date of this meeting would be announced in due course (NB: The provisional date of September 16 (afternoon) has been selected).

The meeting adjourned at around 2 pm.

Meeting minutes prepared by Prof. Psaraftis. Please send comments within two weeks from receipt, otherwise minutes are considered approved.  

Post-scriptum to the minutes:

After the May 15 deadline, the global situation as far as data submitted by national nominees is as follows:

Country
Original data sent
Additional data sent

Belgium:
Data from Flemish administration sent to wrong address (not yet received)
No

Germany:
Quite comprehensive
No

Greece:
Partial data submitted
Yes

Ireland:
No
No

Italy:
Sources of info (no data)
Container traffic

Netherlands:
No
No

Portugal:
No
Yes

Spain:
No
No

Sweden:
Overview of info available (no data)
Yes

UK:
Quite comprehensive
No

In view of the above, countries which are still in the no/no category are especially urged to make an effort to respond as soon as possible. The role and responsibility of people who were nominated to this group is critical in assembling this information.
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