ΜΙNUTES OF SSS STATISTICS GROUP KICKOFF MEETING

Brussels, Dec. 8, 1998

The kickoff meeting of the SSS statistics group was held at the premises of the European Commission at Beaulieu 5 in Brussels on December 8, 1998 (2 pm). The meeting was attended by the following (see Annex A for list):

· Nominated national experts from eight countries (Belgium, Germany, Italy, Ireland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom)

· Two representatives from the SSS-CA Coordinator (NTUA)

· Two representatives from the SSS-CA Secretariat (AMRIE)

· A representative from MDS Transmodal

· Two observers from the European Federation of Inland Ports (EFIP)

Apologies for absence were received by Greece and the Netherlands. The European Commission (DGVII, Ms. Schlewing) also apologized for not being able to attend, due to another meeting that was held the same time.

Prof. Psaraftis welcomed the participants and made a general introduction of the goals of both the Concerted Action on Shortsea Shipping (SSS-CA) and of the statistics group. 

The participants then introduced themselves.

The discussion that followed focused on the crucial issue of SSS data, with participants expressing their views as to data availability and methodology. 

Prof. Psaraftis stressed that the active cooperation of the national experts on the provision of national data on international O/D flows and loading/unloading data was critical for the success of this task. Main purposes of this activity include:

· Collecting reliable trade and transport data relevant to shortsea shipping.

· Harmonizing national information of different formats.

· Helping adjust national vectors of commodity flow generation and attraction as row and column totals of O/D matrices.

· Using the specific knowledge of national experts to adjust single fields of O/D matrices.

Sweden (Messrs Paalsson and Rehnstroem) and Germany (Prof. Zachcial) gave presentations on the approaches followed by SAI and ISL respectively. Sample copies of these presentations will be sent separately by post, as Annexes Β and C of this document.

Ireland (Mr. Trant) felt that the approach might be too ambitious and suggested the need to examine alternative approaches. 

It was stressed that because of time and resource constraints and because of various difficulties in collecting data, the task of the statistics group can only be considered as a stepping stone to something of a wider scope in the future.

Other participants commented on what is done as regards SSS data in each country. 

Action plan

In order to proceed with the workplan and timetable of the statistics group, the following actions were assigned to the nominated experts:

1. Assemble information on the following, as regards each country:

1.1 Complete reference of all existing recent studies

1.2 Complete reference of all existing databases

on

· O/D flows

· Foreign trade data

· Transport data

· Region by country data

· Port throughput data

2. Try to provide such data for base year 1997. If sensible, additional data for previous years or also for 1998 should be provided
.

3. In order to keep workload under control, the data should be delivered in no more than 24 commodity classification of the EU statistics systems (if not available: NSTR-1 digit). At least the following loading categories are necessary:

· dry bulk (coal, iron ore, grain, others)

· liquid bulk (crude oil, mineral oil products, liquid chemical, others)

· container cargo

· ro/ro cargo

· general cargo (break bulk, etc)

4. Besides commodity/loading category-specific disaggregation, the geographical dimension is a decisive precondition for setting up O/D tables. The following top down approach should be used.

As an example, the national expert of France should start his/her data research beginning at the national level (situation is similar with other countries):

4.1 Foreign trade: exports and imports, respectively between France and individual European countries by 24 commodity groups (at least by loading categories as indicated above).
 

4.2 Foreign trade data of France with other countries, but transshipped through a third country (port) in the same good-specific disaggregation.

4.3 Transport data from/to France with other European countries by mode of departure/arrival in France in the same good-specific disaggregation.

4.4 Disaggregation of national statistics for France down to the available regional level of departments/districts/zones, etc (same type of data as under 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3).

· vectors of generation and attraction, respectively, by commodity groups/loading categories

· if possible: O/D flows by commodity groups/loading categories between the identified French regions and individual countries in Europe 

4.5 Further disaggregation down to a region level, based on 4.4 above. This information is available only in very few cases (for example between regions in Germany and regions in France, Italy, the Netherlands and Belgium).

4.6 Port throughput data by national ports in commodity groups/loading categories

· totals

· ports with countries

· ports with ports

If possible, transshipment and feeder flows should be indicated.

5. Provide list of contact persons, including complete coordinates.

6. Provide information on technologies and methods to collect, analyze, update, and maintain data.  

Important! The above information should be sent to Prof. Psaraftis, with a copy to Prof. Zachcial, by the end of February, 1999.  This would allow time for the analysis of this information and the presentation of the preliminary findings at the next meeting of the statistics group.

It is highly important that the above information is collected on time, so that the general timetable of the statistics group is followed.

All members of the statistics group will receive a copy of the document describing the methodology and results of this task, which will be discussed at the final meeting of the statistics group. All comments, proposals, and remarks will be taken into account, both for this project and with respect to a possible next phase. 

(Note added after the meeting: The tentative date of April 19, 1999, is proposed herein for the second meeting of the statistics group. The meeting would be held again in Brussels. In case you have a serious problem with this date, please let Prof. Psaraftis know as soon as possible).

Other actions to be carried out

It was agreed that contacts and communication should be established with the following other bodies directly or indirectly involved with the same subject:

· ESPO (Mrs. LeGarrec) and ESPO subgroup on statistics (Dr. Schultze-Gisevius).

· EUROSTAT (through DGVII).

· ECSA (Mr. deMeester).

· DGVII/D (the shipping policy directorate of DGVII).

· National shipowners associations.

· Various ports.

Such links would increase the visibility of the statistics group task and enhance the probability of its results being useful.

The meeting adjourned at around 4.20 pm.

Meeting minutes prepared by Prof. H. Psaraftis. Please send comments within two weeks from receipt, otherwise minutes are considered approved.  

� It is expected that full scale data for 1997 will not be available.


� If foreign trade data is not available by NSTR classification, but by SITC or by another classification, this data will be transformed by respective commodity keys.
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