CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SEA SHIPPING





Meeting on June 14th, 1997 in Athens








DRAFT MINUTES








The meeting was held in Athens on June 14th, 1997 on board M/V “John P.” and started at 9.00 a.m. The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.


.





1. Adoption of the agenda





The following agenda was adopted:





1. Adoption of the agenda


2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting (Brussels, 27th January, 1997)


3. Communications from the Commission


4. Progress reports from related projects


5. SSS Statistics:


	1) Methodology (Prof. M. Zachcial, ISL Bremen)


	2) Industry view (Mr. H. de Meester, MIF)


6. Internet related matters


7. Any other business


8. Date and place of next meeting


9. Closing of the day








2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting





The minutes of the meeting on January 27, 1997 in Brussels, which had been circulated in advance, were approved without any comment.








3. Communications from the Commission





Dr Blonk (Chair) gave informations on the following points :





A - 3rd call for proposals : 284 proposals were received in the Transport sector and between 80 and 85 will be proposed for funding.





The waterborne sector is the biggest one (with 65 proposals) and this proves its importance :


	- Short Sea Shipping : there were 17 proposals for 19 MECUS and 5 or 6 should be approved in task 4 (pilot projects). They will be introduced in the Concerted Action, which will thus be informed on their contents and progresses. 2 or 3 other proposals were also very good but will not be funded because money available is too short.


	- Inland navigation : out of 8 proposals, 3 were very good and will be proposed for funding.


	- Efficiency, safety and environment : out of 14 proposals, 5 were very good but only 4 will be funded because of lack of money.


	- Human resources : from 26 proposals, 8 were very good and will be proposed for funding.





Dr. Blonk underlined that in waterborne transport, all open tasks were covered, which is not the case in all transport sectors. There could be a further 4th call for proposals.





B - Future 5th Framework Programme : A formal proposal has been adopted by the Commission and transmitted to the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament for co-decision procedure.





There will be 3 “thematic” programmes (Unlocking the resources of the living world and the ecosystem, creating a user-friendly Information Society, promoting competitive and sustainable growth) with 16 key actions, among which several will deal with transport, and 3 “horizontal” programmes (confirming the international role of European research, innovation and participation of SMEs, improving human potential). Concerning the last point, DG VII has already contributed to the creation of NEPTUNE, a network of universities on maritime transport and will promote a new network on intermodality and logistics.





A great concern is how to improve the coordination between all the programmes, notably by taking advantage of the work made by the Task Forces, including the Intermodality Task Force, which was very efficient. Commissioner Neil Kinnock wants that DG VII continues to coordinate all transport research. To reduce the time needed for individual decisions concerning research projects, the European Commission wishes also to reduce the role of the Council in this matter.





During the first discussions in the Council of Ministers, some Member States asked for more thematic programmes (for energy, environment, transport) or more key actions (with a maximum of 25).





Advisory Groups will be created but their composition has not yet been decided. A working document will be issued in September to clarify the content of the various key actions. The formal decision on the 5th Framework Programme will be taken by the Council of Ministers and the European Parliament in 1998 and the first call for proposals will probably be published at the beginning of 1999.





The Transport Work Programme will be reviewed to increase the part of intermodality researches from the present 7% to 15-25% in the future. Dr Blonk specified that short sea shipping is, due to necessity of door-to-door, inside intermodality.





C - External relations concerning transport:


	- Cooperation with Eastern Countries : during a workshop held in Moscow in April, it was decided to retain VTMIS among the cooperation themes and to allow Russia and other Eastern Countries, if they wish, to participate to concerted actions.


	- Mediterranean area : maritime researches are in the multiannual research programme. Transport should later be integrated in INCO.


	- USA : discussions have dealt with the introduction of intermodality and strategic matters in a common transport research project.





D - Communication from the Commission on “Intermodality and Intermodal Freight Transport in the European Union” : this document, adopted by the Commission on 25th June,  will be transmitted to the Council of Ministers and to the European Parliament as soon as it has been translated in every language. After having demonstrated the necessity to shift from modal to intermodal, it suggests an Action programme with 22 actions.








4. Progress reports from related projects





Representatives of some consortia gave a progress report on their research projects, linked with the Concerted action on Short Sea Shipping :


EUROBORDER (Mr.Shinakis)


INTERPORT (Mr. Shinakis)


IPSI (Mr. Pedersen)


BOPCOM (Prof. Speidel)


WISDOM (Prof. Speidel)


COREM (Prof. Speidel)


SPHERE (Prof. Giannopoulos)


INTRA-SEAS (Mr. O’Callaghan, on behalf of Mr. de Cena)





After each statement, many questions were asked and answered. The paper copies of the slides shown by the speakers will be sent to all participants.


		





5. SSS statistics





On behalf of the MIF, Mr. Herman de Meester reminded which statistics are needed by the  industry  and insisted on the necessary balance between cost and efficiency. In order to know the relative share of this mode of transport and its potential market, statistics should probably include, at least in selected corridors, regional datas by commodity groups, frequency of shipments, etc... First step might well be an investigation on what datas are effectively available





Prof. Manfred Zachcial then commented the document attached as Annex 2 (“Establishment of a working Group on Land/Sea Trade and Traffic Flows”) which underlines how complex and difficult it is to know the origin/destination flows when there is a transit country and also indicates progress achieved and further necessary steps.





After a large discussion, the Group agreed that there is a need to improve statistics on sea/land transports. 





On Dr Blonk’s suggestion, it is decided that M. Zachcial and Mrs Le Garrec (ESPO) will have a meeting with M. J.P. Paul, who is in charge of a Task Force created between the Commission services to identify, for all modes of transports, the existing datas, the gaps and the means to improve statistics. Afterwards, M. Zachcial will organise as soon as possible a meeting in Brussels to create a Working Group on short sea shipping statistics and to set its terms of reference.





6. Internet related matters





Prof. Psaraftis explained the updating and new improvements of the Concerted Action on Short Sea Shipping on Internet : a 2nd NTUA server has been created, the Search Engine for short sea shipping database is in use, an interactive form for submitting new entries is up and running, the possibility to download the State of the art Study and the final report on the terms of reference for SSS pilot projects is available.





Dr. Blonk insisted that the Concerted Action members have to update the data base.








7. Any other business





On Dr Blonk’s suggestion, it was decided to organise 2 special meetings in Brussels for


creating links between various research projects in MARTRANS and Short Sea Shipping (half a day),


clustering the various short sea shipping related research projects (including Telematics), trying to interconnect them and avoiding overlaps. The participants should be the co-ordinators of the projects, the users (shippers, shipowners, ports, forwarders), and representatives of the Member States.








8. Date and place of next meeting





A three-days meeting is scheduled in Brussels


Monday 3rd November at 2.00 p.m. : MARTRANS/SSS meeting


Tuesday 4th November at 10.00 a.m. : Regular Concerted Action meeting


Wednesday 5th November at 10.00 a.m. : Clustering meeting.








9. Closing of the day





Dr. Blonk thanked Prof. Psaraftis for the excellent organisation and success of this two-day meeting in Athens, including the workshop with the Greek Shipping Industry, held on Friday 13th June.





Prof. Psaraftis thanked all attendants for their help and contribution to the Concerted Action work.
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