CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SHIPPING





Meeting on November 8, 1996 in Brussels





DRAFT MINUTES





The meeting was held in Brussels on November 8, 1996 and started at 10.00 a.m. The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.





Dr Anselmo (Chair) apologised for Dr. Blonk, who could not attend the meeting but is always very involved in the Concerted Action on Short Sea Shipping.





1. Adoption of the agenda.





The following agenda was adopted without any comment :





1. Adoption of the agenda


2. Approval of minutes of last meeting (Bergen, 22nd June, 96)


3. Communication from the Commission


4. Update on the State of the Art study and database


5. SSS-CA on the Internet


6. Presentation “Internet solutions for transport business”


7. Update on terms of reference for pilot projects


8. Working Group on Maritime Statistics


9. Any other business


10. Date for next meeting.





2. Approval of minutes of the last meeting





After a short discussion about the creation of a Working Group on statistics (page 2 and annex II), the minutes of the meeting on June 22, 1996 in Bergen, which had been circulated in advance, were approved without any comment.





3. Communication from the Commission





Mrs Schlewing gives some information concerning the 2nd Call for Proposals : 12 projects are either under negotiation or already signed.


	- In the area of Maritime Transport, 2 projects were retained, dealing with the management of multimodal transport in ports and the development of an open information and communication network in the framework of MARTRANS focusing on the Mediterranean area. 


	- In the sector of Inland Navigation, 1 project was retained, tackling the use of advanced technologies for inland navigation vessels. 


	- In the area of Efficiency, Safety and Environment Protection of Maritime Operations, 5 projects are retained, one dealing with VTMIS, one with the transport of dangerous goods, one with an environment information system for ports, one with possible standards for ISC and one with route planning for ice routes. 


	- In the area of Human Resources, 1 project was retained, looking into the problem of multilingual and multicultural crews. 





In addition, the Technical Secretariats for Inland Navigation and VTMIS will be established as well as a new concerted action and its Technical Secretariat for Formal Safety and Environmental Assessment. 





Dr. Anselmo explains that under the 3rd Call for Proposals, which will open December 17 and which will close March 17, 16 Tasks will be launched, mainly addressing pilot projects in the area of  Short Sea Shipping and Inland Navigation, demonstrators in the area of VTMIS and Integrated Ship Control, socio-economic impact of new technologies, long distance learning technologies and hydrographic techniques.





To conclude, Dr Anselmo stresses that DG VII is, for the moment, the most active DG in maritime researches, with 33 projects funded, a budget of 30 million ECUS, more than 600 searchers involved in waterborne transports and 6 concerted actions allowing searchers and observers to meet three times a year.


 


4. Update on the State of the Art study and database





Prof. Psaraftis states that the final version of the study (441 entries) was delivered on 8th August, 1996 in 2 volumes : the first (36 pages) is the main report and the second (156 pages) is a detailed annex. Both are available on three media : hard copy, diskette or via Internet (see annex III of the previous meeting minutes).





Since the presentation of the study and software at Shortsea ‘96 in Bergen, the database has been updated (2D matrix for conferences) as well as the software (possibility of statistics reports, graphs, enhanced searches).





The next steps will be : updating database until the end of the Concerted Action (March 1999), creating an automated input submission procedure and a WWW version of database and software, linking with other concerted actions for a common umbrella.





Answering some questions, Pr. Psaraftis and Mr Schinas explain that


- it seems unlikely that a search other than through key words will be soon possible,


- obtaining a document from the data base has to be asked from the author.





A technical report describing the latest version of the software (including the WWW  version) will soon be available.





The need for a current updating of the database was stressed. In this context, the members of the Concerted Action are kindly asked to contribute to this exercise. It was suggested that the database should be further developed into an electronic library and that this development could be supported by NEPTUNE.





5. SSS-CA on the Internet





Prof. Psaraftis indicates that NTUA has a web page including a page on SSS-CA. He specifies which SSS-related publications can be downloaded, how to download the 2 volumes of the SSS State of the Art Study, what is the Search Engine giving access to the data base (Annex II, 5 pages). He shows then a demonstration.





Note added after the meeting : The WWW version of the database and software, including the Search Engine, are now operational. Details on how to use it will be sent separately.





Prof. Speidel, from ISL, explains then how the NEPTUNE Information Network web page is organised (Annex III, 2 pages) : each element connected to Neptune is responsible for its own page, so that updating is automatic.  





To facilitate the searches, Mr Harre asks for the creation of a “superstructure” which provides all webs concerning a given subject.





6. Presentation “Internet solutions for transport business”





A representative of “4i”, the Institute for Intermodal Information on Internet, gives a report on the colloquium “Port(Net 96” they organised in Brussels on 5th November.  The presentations and discussions concentrated on Internet solutions for transport business, particularly in the port area. A copy of the report will be sent by mail to all participants.





The presentations on Internet were followed by a long discussion on one of the main problems of Internet, how to find quickly and easily information. In this context, it was proposed and approved to organise a thematic workshop on information management, e.g. on ways to organise and co-ordinate the search of maritime informations on Internet. Such a thematic workshop could be organised e.g. by NEPTUNE. The first step should be the drafting of terms of reference and written contributions from the CA members should be very much appreciated.





7. Update on terms of reference for pilot projects





Prof. Psaraftis, who issued a draft report on 31st August, received only 2 or 3 comments. The “Additional Information” (Task 6.1.2/4) is available on Internet (see Annex IV). 





Prof. Psaraftis will now achieve the final terms of reference and asks the participants to send him possible contributions before the end of the week.





8. Working Group on maritime statistics





The Commission distributes a paper on the “Establishment of a Working Group on Land/Sea Trade and Traffic Flows” which has to be considered just as a reflection and discussion paper (Annex V).





The first discussion on this subject will start in the next meeting. Participants are invited to send their contributions for the end of November.





9. Any other business





No question was raised








10. Date for next meeting





The next meeting will take place on 27th January, 1997 at 10 am in Brussels.





The following meeting could be held in Greece.
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