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CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SEA SHIPPING

Meeting on May 20th, 1999 in Kavala (Greece)

DRAFT MINUTES

The meeting was held in Kavala (Greece) in Galaxy Hotel on May 20th, 1999 and started at 9.30 a.m. The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.

1. Greeting from Officials
Mr. Corrés red a welcome address of Mr. Lyras, President of the Union of Greek Shipowners who was unable to attend (see Annex 2) 

2. Approval of the agenda
The following agenda was adopted:

1.
Greetings from officials

2. 
Adoption of the agenda

3. 
Approval of minutes of the previous meeting (Brussels, 9th December, 1998)

4. 
Communications from the Commission

5. 
Report on FP5 activities

6. 
Report on the statistics workpackages

7. 
Reports from various projects (DG VII and DG XIII)

8.
Any other business

9.
Date of next meeting

3. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on December 9, 1998 in Brussels, which had been circulated in advance, were approved.

4. Communications from the Commission

Mrs Schlewing (DG VII) welcomed the participants and indicated that
· a wide dissemination of final results of R&D projects took place in a Conference-Exhibition, supported by the Port of Amsterdam on 30th and 31st March 1999. Such an event will be organised every two years.

· in the Hanover Expo 2000, the German Government intends to organise a CA-SSS special event.

· the next meeting of the Concerted Action Short Sea Shipping will take place in Sweden and will be followed by a seminar with the Swedish Industry.

5. Report on FP5 activities
Mrs Schlewing gave a presentation on FP5 (copies of her slides are in Annex 3).

She explained the differences between FP4 and FP5 and gave details on the Key Action “Sustainable mobility and intermodality, which is allocated with 371 M.Euros and is under the responsibility of DG VII. It is divided in several themes: Socio-economic scenarios for mobility, Infrastructure and their interfaces with transport means and systems, Modal and intermodal management.

The present Concerted Actions will continue but only for coordination of National research. For European research they will be replaced by 5 Thematic Networks on

- Safety assessment in waterborne transport, 

- Operational platform for quality shipping, 

- Maritime education, training and certification, 

- Strategies to promote short sea shipping, sea-river and inland navigation, 

- Waterborne traffic management and information services.

The 1st call for proposals, launched on 16th March 1999, covers the following tasks: cost-efficient integration of new safety technologies in order to support Quality Shipping, Innovative waterborne transport services and 3 Thematic Networks, on Safety assessment in waterborne transport, on Maritime education, training and certification and on Operational platform for quality shipping

6. Report on statistics workpackages

Prof. Psaraftis informed that representatives of 10 countries participate in the Statistics Working Group. They have started collecting data and also work on methodology. An interim report will be issued in September. 

Prof. Psaraftis stressed the importance of this work because shifting freight from land to sea requires the availability of valuable statistics.

7.  Reports from various project (DG VII and DG XIII)

Representatives of RTD-consortia gave presentations on six R&D projects:

· IPSI, a revolutionary concept for intermodal transport (by Mr. Jan Tore Pedersen), which is funded by DG VII (see Annex 4)

Mr. Pedersen made also a presentation of IWTS, Intelligent Waterborne Transport Services, a new EEIG launched to promote quality shipping and which is open to members of the CA-SSS 

· TRACAR, which is funded by DG XIII.

· SPHERE, Small/medium sized ports with harmonised, effective re-engineered processes (by Mr. Papageorgiou), which is funded by DG VII (see annex 5)

· COREM, Cooperative resource management for the transport of unit loads (by Mr.Arendt), which is funded by DG XIII (see annex 6)

· INTERPORT, which is funded by DG XIII (see annex 7) 

· PROSIT (by Mr Jørgensen) which is funded by DG VII.

8. Any other business
There was no other business.

9. Date of next meeting
The next meting of the Concerted Action Short Sea Shipping is scheduled in Gothenburg (Sweden) on 16th and 17th September 1999  with the following programme:

· 16th September, afternoon: meeting of the Statistics Group
· 17th September, morning: seminar with the Swedish Industry
· 17th September, afternoon: regular meeting of the CA-SSS
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