CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SEA SHIPPING



Meeting on January 27th, 1997 in Brussels





DRAFT MINUTES





The meeting was held in Brussels on January 27th, 1997 and started at 10.00 a.m. The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.

.



1. Adoption of the agenda.



The following agenda was adopted:



1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Approval of minutes of last meeting (Brussels, 8th November, 1996)

3. Individual SSS related projects progress reports

4. Communications from the Commission

5. Working Group on Maritime Statistics

6. SSS-CA search engine (web) progress report

7. Any other business

8. Date and venue of the next meeting.



2. Approval of minutes of the last meeting



The minutes of the meeting on November 8, 1996 in Brussels, which had been circulated in advance, were approved without any comment.



3. Individual SSS related projects progress reports



Representatives of some consortia gave a progress report on their research projects, linked with the Concerted action on Short Sea Shipping :

SPHERE (M. Giannopoulos)

BOBCOM (Prof. Speidel)

COREM (Prof. Speidel)

EUROBORDER (M.Källström)

IPSI (M. Pedersen)

EMMA (M. Lindsay)

INTRA-SEAS (M. de Cena)

MARNET (M. Fernandez Dias)



The description of the first 6 projects is included in the document from the Commission “Transport RTD Programme ongoing projects - Summary of projects resulting from the first call for proposals”, which was available during the meeting.



The  last 2 projects have been presented under the second call for proposals. INTRA-SEAS aims at an assessment of multimodal management through modelling and computer simulation. The purpose of MARNET is to create an EDI network for ports already linked to each other.



After each statement, many questions were asked and answered.



Prof. Psaraftis asked all consortia to fill in a form describing their project, summarising the progress made during the first year and presenting their plans for the  second year. When received, he will distribute these forms to the members of the Concerted Action.



4. Communications from the Commission



Dr Anselmo stated that the Concerted Action on Short Sea Shipping had achieved the first part of its work with two documents :

the State of the Art

“the concerted action’s views on the terms of reference for SSS pilot projects”. This paper, dated December 1, 1996 was available during the meeting.



The Concerted Action has now to decide what the next step will be and Dr Anselmo suggested some ideas :

to establish a working Group on statistics, already decided (see below)

to follow closely the various research projects, search their similarities and complementarities, advise the Commission on the ways to improve cooperation between some of  them and eventually to bring together some of them.

to help preparing the Fifth Framework Programme of Research and Technological Development Activities.

to contribute to the dissemination of the results obtained by the Concerted Action on Short Sea Shipping and notably to make them known to the small and medium sized shipowners and industries. 

to participate in Expo’98 in Lisbon and envisage the organisation of a specific event.



Concerning dissemination, Dr Anselmo suggested to take advantage of the next meetings of the Concerted Action outside Brussels to organise, the day before or after this meeting, a workshop with the industry, including possibly a demonstrator on computer. 



This proposal was discussed and agreed upon. In addition, Germany recommended to organise symposia on the occasion of exhibitions or other events, Italy suggested to use also the means of video-conferences.



Prof. Psaraftis thought that the Concerted Action had also to listen to the problems faced by the industry. Prof. Papanikolaou suggested discussions on new regulations, because these will force shipowners to have their ships transformed or scrapped. Prof. Zachcial evoked the future abolition of duty free on ferries and the flagging out. Member States were asked to make proposals for other activities of the concerted action they might consider as important for the future work.





									.../...

		

5. Working Group on Maritime Statistics



Prof. Zachcial commented his paper “Establishment of a Working Group on Land/Sea Trade and Traffic Flows” (which was attached to the minutes of the previous meeting as Annex V).



After discussion, Mrs Schlewing suggested that, unless otherwise specified in the fifteen days following, this paper will be used as a basis document by the Working Group to set up detailed terms of reference and workplan. It was agreed that the initial size of the working group should be limited and that the composition will be decided during the next meeting. Member States are asked to nominate experts in the field either for direct work in the working Group or as contact points in the Member States. Nominations should be made directly to DG VII until the end of March. Initial funding could possibly be available within the budget for integrative studies provided in the contract with the Technical Secretariat.



6. SSS-CA search engine (web) progress report



Prof. Psaraftis explained the updating of the Concerted Action on Short Sea Shipping on Internet and made a demonstration on the functioning of his web (see Annex II). New improvements since the last meeting are : a 2nd NTUA server, the Search Engine for SSS database, the Neptune Information network, the possibility to download pilot project reports, the possibility of direct input via FTP or by filling directly a form on Internet, which will simplify updating.



7. Any other business



No point was evoked



8. Date and venue of the next meeting.



The next meeting is scheduled on Friday 30th May 1997 in Greece. The venue will be specified later. A workshop with representatives of the Greek shipping industry will take place on Thursday 29th or Saturday 31st May.
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