CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SEA SHIPPING





Meeting on April 7th, 1998 in Brussels








DRAFT MINUTES








The meeting was held in Brussels on April 7th, 1998 and started at 10.00 a.m. The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.


.





1. Adoption of the agenda





The following agenda was adopted:





1. 	Adoption of the agenda


2. 	Approval of minutes of the previous meeting (Brussels, 3rd December, 1997)


3. 	Communications from the Commission


4. 	Lisbon meeting in June 1998


5. 	5th Framework Programme


		a) General information


		b) Contributions from Member States 


6. 	Any other business








2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting





The minutes of the meeting on December 3, 1997 in Brussels, which had been circulated in advance, were approved subject to the following correction : on page 5, 1st line, please read : “Visitors will walk on a ship bridge, etc.”








3. Communications from the Commission





All projects retained in the 3rd Call for Proposal (see minutes of the previous meeting, point 4) are now kicked off. A new leaflet summarising the 54 current projects, including the new ones, will be available in Lisbon. Many of the projects have a home page, which will be linked with Cordis.





The 4th Call for Proposals, launched on 16th December and closed on 16th March, opens a new task, linked with the Green Paper on Ports, on costs recovery in ports.





Statistic issues : The present CA-SSS contract is being amended to include statistic issues.


	The Commission asks those Member States who have not yet done to nominate, within one week, their representatives in the Statistic Group. A first meeting is envisaged for May. Mr de Mester insists that France is represented. Prof. Psaraftis reminds the objectives of this Group. Mr de Mester asks for a discussion on data collection.





The Waterborne Support Group (WSG) will be convened. Composed of two experts per Member States (see the list in annexe 2) it will meet twice, on 27th April and in May, with the participation of one representative of every Concerted Action. The WSG will make proposals concerning the tasks to be open in the 5th Framework Programme for waterborne transport. The participants of the Concerted Action Short Sea Shipping are then invited to let know to their national representatives in the WSG their ideas on the subjects to be retained for short sea shipping. The basic document for discussion is the Report on the hearing of 5th June 1996.   





The Expo’98 opens on 20th May. DG VII will participate in the following events :


29th May : Conference of ESPO on Ports and Environment : Mr Coleman will attend and research projects on ports will be presented


3rd and 4th June (morning) : MIF Plenary Session


4th June, afternoon : Conference on Quality Shipping, co-chaired by Commissioner Neil Kinnock and the UK Minister of Transports.


8th June : Transport Research Day, with meetings of the Concerted Actions on Short Sea Shipping and on Inland Navigation


9th and 10th June : Transport Research Committee.


12th June : Cost 330


9th September : Concerted Action on Maritime Education and Training


10th September : European Conference on Maritime Training, with DG XXII and AMRIE.





4.  Lisbon meeting in June 1998





On 8th June, there will be


in the morning only : a joint meeting of the Concerted Actions on Short Sea Shipping and Inland Navigation. The agenda should include : discussions on FP5 (progress report and input from participants, comments on the hearing of June 1996 and possible updating), report from the Statistics Group, presentation of the new research projects. A draft agenda will be sent within 2 weeks to each participant for comments.


in the afternoon : opening of the meeting by Portuguese VIPs, statement by the Commission on the results of the Concerted Action and short presentation, with posters, of some research projects.








5. 5th Framework Programme





	a) General information : The Commission proposal for the 5FP is subject to the so-called co-decision procedure (European Parliament and Council). Currently, the proposal is under 2nd reading of the European Parliament. 





The proposal foresees four thematic programmes which are subdivided into key actions (equivalent to specific programmes under the 4FP). Those thematic programmes are: a) improving the quality of life and the management of living resources, b) creating a user-friendly information society, c) promoting competitive and sustainable growth and d) preserving the ecosystem. 





The thematic programme c) promoting competitive and sustainable growth covers four key actions 1. Innovative products, processes and organisation 2. Sustainable mobility and intermodality 3. Land transport and marine technologies and 4. New perspectives in aeronautics. 





	b) In parallel, the preparation of the actual work programme has to be continued in close consultation with Member States and industry. A first preparatory hearing took place in June 1996 followed by initial discussions with the concerted actions and the Waterborne Support Group. Discussions are based on the key action ‘Sustainable mobility and intermodality’.





	c) Contribution from Concerted Action SSS: The representatives of Belgium, Finland, Italy, Germany, United Kingdom, Portugal, Netherlands, Sweden, Ireland, Norway, Greece and FEPI presented their views. Additional written contributions are more than welcome and should be sent to Prof. Psaraftis. Prof. Psaraftis will then prepare a compilation. 











6. Any other business





Mrs Schlewing reminds the necessity to update the data base achieved by Prof. Psaraftis.
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