ΜΙNUTES OF SSS STATISTICS GROUP THIRD MEETING

Gothenburg, Sweden, September 16, 1999

The third meeting of the SSS statistics group was held at the premises of the University of Gothenburg on September 16, 1999 (9 am). The meeting was attended by the following:

Harilaos Psaraftis, NTUA
SSS-CA Coordinator, Chair

Orestis Schinas, NTUA
Expert

Pieter Oost, Ministry of Transport
Nominee of the Netherlands

Kaj Rehnstroem, SAI
Nominee of Sweden

German de Melo, Univ. of Catalunya
Nominee of Spain

Maria do Carmo Vasconcelos, IMP
Nominee of Portugal

Carlo Camisetti, Cetena
Nominee of Italy

Gerry Trant, NEC
Nominee of Ireland

Vassilios Michalopoulos, Port of Piraeus
Nominee of Greece

Manfred Zachcial, ISL
Nominee of Germany

Herman Verslype, Flemish Community
Nominee of Belgium

Philippe Tardieu, NEA
Expert

Risto Hytti, Finnish Maritime Admin.
Nominee of Finland

Mike Garratt, MDST
Nominee of UK (for this meeting)

Barbro Wilen, Swedish Shipowners Assoc.
Expert

Finland was welcomed to the group, with Mr. Hytti as nominated representative.

The agenda of the meeting was as follows:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Approval of minutes of the April 22 meeting.

3. Discussion of interim report.

4. Planning ahead.

5. Any other business.

6. Date of next meeting.
Items No. 1 and 2 were approved. Most of the discussion focused on item No. 3 of the agenda. 

Prof. Zachcial made a presentation of the interim report (“requirements as regards statistical data”), already sent by Prof. Psaraftis by email. He noted that some countries had sent additional data since May 31, 1999, the closing date for data contributions for the report, and that these additional contributions would be discussed in the final report. He also said that this study should be used as input for SSS promotion projects in Europe.

A round-the-table discussion then took place on general comments on this interim report. 

Mr. Trant said that the report is excellent and that gaps in data should be identified. 

Mr. Oost said that a distinction between received (factual) and calculated data should be made. Prof. Zachcial responded that all data in the report is factual.

Mr. Garratt said that commodity-type information should not be lost, and that the study should not be restricted to SSS, but also extend to inland flows.

Mr. Camisetti said that in the final report one should clearly identify gaps in the study, and also make an assessment of what is possible and what is not possible.

Mr. Tardieu said one should explain more the methodology, why we need a regional system, why we need commodity groups, and also possible overlaps with other statistics groups.

On additional data to be collected, comments were as follows:

Mr. Rehnstroem said one should explain more the purpose of this exercise and that he will send a new chapter for Sweden within 2 weeks.

Mr. Trant said he has information in paper form. He will send data again, since this was not received.

Mr. Oost gave a diskette with Netherlands data.

Mrs. Vasconcelos said the report already contains a case study on Portugal, so no plans for further data exist.

Mr. Garratt produced an extensive printout on UK port statistics, stating that they are only available in paper form.

Mr. Michalopoulos said that other than the additional data he sent, he will also send data on transshipment and combined transport.

Mr. Verslype said he has sent additional information and that he will submit additional information.

Mr. Camisetti said that additional information on Italy has been sent.

Prof. De Melo said he will send more data for Spain.

Mr. Rehnstroem wanted a clarification on what are the regions, the commodity groups, and whether passengers, cars, and buses are part of the study. 

Prof. Zachcial said that the issue of regions and commodity groups will be resolved as soon as possible. On passengers, cars, etc, he said that if data on these flows would be submitted, they would be included. He also distributed diskettes with data collected so far from all countries (copies of this data will be distributed to all participants).

Prof. Psaraftis said that it may be too late to include passenger-related information in this study, whose focus was on cargo transport. Better not to include it and make that explicit, than attempt to include it and make a poor job at it. 

On item No. 4 of the agenda, the discussion focused on two issues. First, how the present project should be ended. Second, on what happens next. 

On the first issue, it was agreed that all participants should make additional written comments to Profs. Psaraftis and Zachcial by September 30, 1999, regarding the interim report. They should also submit additional data at their possession by that time.

Prof. Zachcial said that a meeting of the Statistics Core Group maybe necessary, to clarify a few remaining issues on methodology.

Prof. Psaraftis said that the whole exercise is scheduled to be completed by December, therefore things should get wrapped up as soon as possible.

On the second issue, invitations on possible ideas on how to extend this project were issued, again for September 30, 1999. Prof. Psaraftis mentioned that the results of this project are anticipated with interest both by the policy-making branch of the DGVII and by the industry, so they should be given adequate exposure. 

After ideas on possible ways to extend the project are received, contact will be made with the Commission.

[Note added after the Sept. 30 deadline has passed: As of Oct. 4, only one response was received to these requests-from Mr. Oost, and some data from Mr. Verslype. If people want their opinion and their contributions to be taken onboard, they should try to adhere to the timetable of the project. Deadline for all this is therefore extended to October 11, 1999].

On item No. 5, Prof. Psaraftis said that a questionnaire on data collection technologies will be sent out to participants.

On item No. 6, the date of the next (and last) meeting was left open, however it was mentioned that it will take place in Brussels sometime in December. This date will be communicated to the group as soon as possible.

The meeting adjourned at 12 noon. 

Meeting minutes prepared by H. N. Psaraftis. Comments to these minutes should be received by October 18, 1999, otherwise minutes are considered approved.
1
1

