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CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SEA SHIPPING

Meeting on September 16th, 1999 in Gothenburg (Sweden)

DRAFT MINUTES

The meeting was held in Gothenburg (Sweden) in the Gothenburg University School of Economics & Commercial Law on September 16th, 1999 and started at 13 p.m. 

It was a joint meeting with Concerted Action on Inland waterways and was followed by a joint seminar with industry on September 17th.

The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.

1. Adoption of the agenda
The following agenda was adopted:

1. 
Adoption of the agenda

2. 
Approval of minutes of the previous meeting (Kavala, Greece, 20th May, 1999)

3. 
Communications from the Commission

4. 
5th Framework Programme

5. 
Report on SSS statistics

6. 
Projects presentations

7.
Any other business

8.
Date of next meeting

2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on May 20, 1999 in Kavala (Greece), which had been circulated in advance, were approved, subject to 2 remarks e-mailed by Mr de Meester:

· “the dissemination meeting 30-31 March was in and supported by the Port of Rotterdam, not Amsterdam”

· “the description of the TN’s is a bit too short. There should be a bit more, including management/contact persons and addresses” 

3. and 4. Communications from the Commission – 5th Framework Programme

Mrs Schlewing (DG VII/Transport) gave the following information:

A/ The 1st call for proposals was closed mid-June 1999. The evaluation has been made and contracts for projects accepted are now under negotiation and should be signed at the end of the year.

Four Thematic Networks will be created, for "Maritime Education, Training and Certification", "Management and Information Services" (to replace the former Concerted actions on VTMIS), "Quality shipping" and "Safety assessment" (which will replace two former Concerted Actions). 

The main differences between Thematic Networks and Concerted Actions are the following: the contracts are different; in TN, there are, beside the Technical Secretariat, members to fulfil pre-defined tasks; the Commission no longer nominates officials of Member States.

The next calls will be open in December 1999 and June 2000 but the precise dates and the tasks to be open are not yet known.  

B/ Dissemination activities
· On 8 and 9 November 1999 in Lille (France), a Transport Research Conference will disseminate the results of FP4. Two session will deal with waterborne research (programme is in annex 2) 

· On 21 October 1999 in Paris: conclusive workshop of the Concerted Action on VTMIS (programme is in annex 3)

· On 23 October 1999 in Amsterdam:  conference on Environment and Ports

· June-October 2000 in Wilhelmshaven: Expo 2000. A meeting of the Concerted Action Short Sea Shipping and a workshop could take place from 6 to 8 June
5. Report on statistics workpackages

Prof. Psaraftis made a report on the meeting of the Statistics group which took place in the morning. Data have been received from the specialists appointed in each Member State and a sub-group works on these data.

Prof. Zachcial explained that they have decided that statistics per country were not sufficient and they have retained 100 regions and 24 commodities groups. Regional data do not exist and the Maestricht Treaty has cancelled most of inter-EU statistics. Cooperation from experts of Member States is then required. Quality of data received is very different following the countries.. Complementary studies should be undertaken.

Prof. Psaraftis informs that the final meeting of the statistics group is planned in December. 

6. Projects presentations

The Concerted Action on Inland waterways gave its own report.

Representatives of RTD-consortia gave presentations on 4 R&D projects:

· INSPIRE (Mr Mohr), a project which looks at selected trade short sea corridors stretching from the Azores to the Baltic

· IMMUNITY (Mr Savenije), a project dealing with Inland waterways

· INDRIS (Mr Savenije), another project dealing with river VTS 

7. Any other business
It was decided that there should be common work between Short Sea Shipping and Inland Waterways Concerted Actions. To get over the gap, a workshop could be organised.

The proposal to ask rail and road to join this work was rejected: Mrs Schlewing thinks that each transport mode must decide on its own politics before discussing with other modes.

It was finally decided that Prof. Psaraftis  and Mr Schwartz will prepare together and circulate a paper on the organisation and content of a common workshop between short sea shipping and inland waterways Concerted Actions.

8. Date of next meeting
The date and venue of the next meting of the Concerted Action Short Sea Shipping will be decided later.
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