CONCERTED ACTION ON SHORT SEA SHIPPING





Meeting on December 9th, 1998 in Brussels








DRAFT MINUTES








The meeting was held in Brussels on December 9th, 1998 and started at 10.00 a.m. The list of attendants is attached as Annex 1.


.





1. Approval of the agenda





The following agenda was adopted:





1. 	Approval of the agenda


2. 	Approval of minutes of the previous meeting (Lisbon, 8th June, 1998)


3. 	Communications from the Commission


4. 	Presentation and discussion on 5FP


5. 	Report on the “Statistics Working Group” meeting


6. 	Presentation of final R&D project results


7.	Presentation of a new R&D study on “port charging”


8.	Any other business


9.	Date of next meeting





Mrs Schlewing (Chairperson) apologises Mr Anselmo who was unable to attend, welcomes new representatives from Greece, Sweden and Denmark and introduces Mr Antonio Hévia, a National expert who assists her.








2. Approval of minutes of the previous meeting





The minutes of the meeting held on June 8, 1998 in Lisbon, which had been circulated in advance, are approved.








3. Communications from the Commission





The CA-SSS contract has been amended : it now includes statistic issues and was  prolonged by one year, until April 2000. This will permit the liaison between FP4 and FP5 and the termination of all current projects. There will be 3 more meetings. One could be a workshop presenting all research projects related to short sea shipping. Mrs Schlewing is waiting for suggestions on topics to be on the agenda of the other meetings.





Presentation of final results of ATOMOS and MARNET projects will take place the day after this meeting. The agendas are distributed. Such presentations are scheduled for the other projects now achieved.


A final report is being printed on the final results of all research projects related to short sea shipping, as already done for “Cost 330 - Teleinformatic links between ports and their partners”





A DG VII Newsletter is published every 3 months and every one can be registered in the mailing list on demand. It is not yet available by e-mail.





To answer questions from Mr de Meester, Mrs Schlewing specifies that the CA-SSS database is little updated but is linked with web sites of most research projects. Coordination with National research has to be improved.





Final dissemination of final results of R&D projects should take place in a Conference-Exhibition, supported by the Port of Amsterdam on 30th and 31st March 1999. In the Hanover Expo 2000, the German government intends to organise a CA-SSS workshop, like in Lisbon Expo’98.





  


4. Presentation and discussion on 5FP





Mrs Schlewing gives a presentation of 5FP (copies of her slides are in Annex 2).





Research on transport in 5FP will be mainly funded under the key action “Sustainable mobility and intermodality” (provisional budget: 400 MECU), inside the Thematic Program on “Competitive and sustainable growth”. The Specific programmes should be adopted in December 1998, the Work programmes in January 1999 and the first call for proposal should take place in February or March 1999. The DG VII will organise an Information Day on 16th March.





The first call should be small, the second (by the end of 1999) larger and the third later. Dedicated calls may also be launched.





There should be 3 concerted actions : SSS and Inland navigation, VTMIS and Safety assessments. There structure could include meetings, dedicated working Groups on specific topics (such as statistics, clustering of projects), support of other activities, improvement of cooperation (e.g. between European and National Research) and other topics that the members of the present CA-SSS may suggest.








5.  Report on the “Statistics Working Group” meeting





Prof. Psaraftis communicates the list of nominated persons (Annex 3) and gives a chronological account of the creation of this group from 1996 until the recent amendment to the CA-SSS contract. He then indicates the methodology and timetable (Annex 4). Four meetings are foreseen : the first one took place the day before and was successful, the next one is scheduled at the end of March.





(Note added after the meeting : the actual date was fixed for April 22,1999)





During the discussion which follows, many issues are raised. ECSA, on behalf of the MIF Short Sea Panel, reminds the participants of the real statistical requirements for establishing the potential market and promoting SSS. Key will be the figures on the  flows of goods by commodity groups between the many regions in Europe, not only as carried by sea and certainly not mere port statistics. This would also be most relevant for EU transport policy, the TENs, etc.. Prof. Peeters observes that quite some data were already made available previously and one should focus on micro-actions on specific routes. Finally, Mrs Schlewing asks participants to send their comments in writing. 








6.  Presentation of final R&D project results





Representatives of RTD-consortia give presentations of the final results of R&D projects that are achieved:





MARNET (Mr Lacombe) - Annex 5


BOBCOM (Mr Arendt) - Annex 6


EUROBORDER (Mr Lars Källström) - Annex 7





Mr Giannopoulos then invites everybody to attend a presentation of SPHERE final results, in Hotel Albert 1er in Brussels on 29th January 1999 at 10a.m. 








7. Presentation of a new R&D study on “port charging”





Prof. Haralambides makes a presentation on ATENCO (Analysis of costs structure of TEN’s ports), a new project funded under the 4th call for proposal of FP4, for a duration of 9 months, on support to the Green Paper on Sea Ports and Infrastructure (Copies of the slides are in Annex 8).





Mr Schlewing specifies that port organisations will be associated to the work.








8. Any other business





CA-SSS Database : Mrs Schlewing insists that this database has to be updated. She asks that all participants send informations concerning their own country before the end of January.





CA-SSS Web page : Prof. Psaraftis asks all participants to check that links with their own pages exist. Otherwise, they are requested to send informations before the end of January.








9. Date of next meeting





The date of the next meting of the Concerted Action Short Sea Shipping was scheduled in Brussels on 20th April 1999. After the meeting, it has been postponed and will take place in Kavala (Greece) on 20th May, the day before the opening of the International Maritime Forum (21-22 May in Kavala, Greece)
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