Ladies & gentlemen

It is a pleasure for me to add a few words to this opening session

Maritime and marine research are confronted with the ultimate challenge to marry the drive for continuous economic and industrial growth on the one hand and the respect for the environment, not least the oceans with their fragile eco-systems.

Yes,  the EU is,  in value terms,  the biggest ship builder.

Maritime transport grows tremendously; This can be seen by the ever more voluminous vessels , up to 15 000 TEU and this will be not the end.

It can also be seen through the port activities:
today’s trend makes most ports big & small  believe that they will experience a doubling of their capacity in the next 10 years .
Unfortunately there is a black side to it:
Air-pollution  -SO2 and NOx-  present 1/3 of EU emissions

Oil-pollution into the sea is another negative effect.

Sure, oil-pollution does not just come from ships or oil tanker accidents and tanker operations.
Industrial waste is by far the most responsible one: 62% while natural sources are equally responsible to oil tankers: 10%
Both air emissions and sea pollution are being addressed through EU research.

This is done through its world famous Framework Programs.

I say “world famous”, because once started as a pure European exercise, the participation to the program is widening continuously. Researchers, industries from USA, Japan, India, China, Chili and many other countries have found their way to the program and do contribute. 
And since we deal very often with problems that are not confined to the European region this is logic.

A modest number of  EU projects  on oil pollution will be presented and discussed here today.

I like to stress, however, that many other activities in this field are being supported by the EU Commission.

And still, this is only a small proportion in relation to national activities in this field. 

I hope therefore that today’s discussion will make that connection.

The EU projects will only benefit from such discussions (and visa versa of course)

The “Prestige accident” triggered many new initiatives on marine oil pollution control.

The EU research projects presented later today, EU-MOP and OSH, are typical examples of this.

This is also what happened earlier: one reacts.

History shows unfortunately also that gradually the interest is fading away after a few years, hence the resources to invest in research, innovation and solutions.

While accidents will still happen from time to time, it is essential that there exists technology to identify and combat the regular emissions. Ship building industry, ship-owners and authorities at any level have a shared responsibility to realize this. Researchers should be at their continuous service.

I wish you a good workshop

